


WOODCOTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Annual Parish Council Virtual Zoom meeting Wednesday 5th May 2021 at 7.30pm.			

PC MEMBERS 	Chairman	Mr. R. Peirce
                                        Vice Chair        Mr. M. Smith 											Mr. G. Botting											Mr. R. Fletcher
					Miss. H. Booker
					Mr. D. Booth
					Mr M. Aldridge
					Mr. S. Lawson
Mrs. B. Hough-Robbins
	                         Parish Clerk    	Ms J. Welham 

1.To Elect Chairman 
The current Chairman opened the meeting and advised that the Clerk had received two nominations,
Robin Peirce nominated by Cllr. Booker, Malcolm Smith Nominated by Cllr. Lawson. He requested seconders, Robin Peirce seconded by Cllr. Botting, Malcolm Smith seconded by Cllr. Hough-Robbins.

The Chairman asked for a vote by show of hands for Robin Peirce – 3 votes, Malcolm Smith – 4 votes.  Malcolm Smith was duly elected to Chairman.
One abstained. Cllr Booth was late to the meeting and missed the voting.

The new Chairman continued with the meeting and invited nominations for Vice Chairman, Cllr. Botting nominated Cllr. Peirce, seconded by Cllr. Fletcher.  Cllr Peirce duly elected to Vice Chair.

The Chairman thanked Cllr. Peirce for his work for the Parish Council and the residents of Woodcote during his Chairmanship, often through difficult and turbulent times.  

2. To receive apologies for absence.
None received.

3. To Received Declarations of Interest.
Cllr. Booker declared interest in planning application P21/S1586/FUL.

4.  Public Forum:  Opportunity for members of the public to address the Council, the public may also 
speak about specific items of business as they arise, with the permission of the Chairman.
Seven MOP present.  

A member from Woodcote Conservation Group addressed the council regarding their hedgehog campaign to increase the number of hedgehogs in the village.  The grass cutting contractors were strimming the verges and bottoms of hedges in the village and the WCG asked if this could be changed to allow more growth to encourage hedgehogs.  

Currently there is a no mow May campaign to allow more wild flowers to flourish.  The WCG also suggested the Woodcote parish join with other parishes re plant life and if the PC could ask on planning applications to be more hedgehog friendly, such as gaps in fences and more shrubbery etc.
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The Chairman advised that the PC can only request such matters to the SODC Planning officers they cannot ask for it to be a condition.

The Clerk to provide a copy of the map of the areas in thew village that the contractors cut and strip, however it was advised that the PC cannot reduce what is strimmed at this point in the contract as this would mean a reduction in revenue to the contractor.  This could have been negotiated at the start of the year had the WCG approached the PC earlier.
The Clerk will request that bottom of hedges are not heavily strimmed. 
WGC member present requested that a representative from the PC join one of their meetings, the Chairman confirmed he would attend one and the Clerk as she has knowledge of the areas.

5.  To approve Minutes of the Parish Council Virtual Meeting held on 21st April 2021.  
Correction to Item 8. Meeting date was 26th April not 25th. 
Approved as True Record

6.  Matters arising from those Minutes not on the agenda elsewhere. 
None.

[bookmark: _Hlk9231404]7. Planning Applications to discuss and agree Council’s response.
P21/S1412/FUL (Full Application)  Minor Proposal: Erection of 4 dwellings (2 pairs of semis), access and associated works Address: 8 Gap Way Woodcote RG8 0RU.

Woodcote Parish Council have reviewed this application and are aware that Pre application discussions have taken place before submission of this application. At these discussions it was considered by the planning officer that the original application for 5 dwellings was found unacceptable. The recommendation was for only 3 dwellings.  Other detailed comments were made regarding access from White House Road for 2 dwellings, noting that the frontage must be sufficiently set back in order to park 4 cars off the road.  Concerns regarding the height of the dwellings were expressed. The suggestion was for bungalows but the proposed dwellings are now shown as 2.1/2 storeys on height.

OCC Highways commented that the access from Gap Way into the site was narrow and below required width and that Gap Way is narrow and allows only one car too traverse this lane. Parking in Gap Way is a further problem.

Woodcote Parish Council strongly object to the application, fully supports the objections from the surrounding neighbours and would urge REFUSAL for the following reasons;
Plot one and two are both 3 bedroom dwellings; plot three and four are 2 bedroom dwellings which have a third story showing a study, which should be regarded as a third bedroom and would easily be used as such. 
Woodcote Neighbourhood Plan Policy T8 requires 1 parking space per bedroom and the plan shows inadequate amount of parking spaces for the dwellings.  In breach of policy T8 which requires a minimum of 12 parking spaces for this application.
The height of the proposed dwellings with overbear, overlook and overshadow neighbouring properties.
Some of the plots do not have the prescribed amount of garden amenity space, particularly as all are 3 bed dwellings. All gardens are too small to meet required standards.
The proposal is serious overdevelopment of this site.
The access to the site from Gap Way is too narrow to serve more than one dwelling.
The application is in breach of Policy H10C Woodcote Neighbourhood Plan.
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P21/S1586/FUL Major Proposal: Retrospective application for the permanent retention of three cross country jump areas and an earth bund surrounding the previously approved parking facilities. Address: Land North of Woodcote Oxford Road Woodcote.

No objections.

7.1 Applications Granted by SODC
P20/S4825/FUL Application proposal, including any amendments Demolition of existing house, construction of two houses (amended plans received 21st March 2021, reducing height and floor area of unit B and increasing parking provision).  Woodhaven Reading Road Woodcote RG8 0QX.
P21/S0827/HH Application proposal, including any amendments  Single storey rear extensions. Site Location 48 West Chiltern Woodcote RG8 0SG.

Cllr. Fletcher left the meeting 20.32

7.2 Applications Refused by SODC 
P20/S3417/FUL Application proposal, including any amendments Proposed change of use of land to site seven log cabins for holiday accommodation, with associated drainage, access track and landscaping (As amended by plans 2021-01-15 to slightly amend the design of cabins). Site Location  Land adjacent to Masseys Pightle Tidmore Lane Woodcote RG8 0PH

7.3 Other Planning Matters 
Clerk advised that a resident had emailed regarding the development at Woody Nook had breached the boundary of Wood Green, creating different level and the hedging had been removed and not replanted.   The Management of the green are pursuing this matter.  The PC agreed that this is not a planning matter but a legal matter therefore Planning Enforcement cannot help. Clerk to reply.
The Vice Chair stated that he hoped the Developer of Woody Nook would be community minded and rectify the breach and replant.

8. Finance To approve payments, note receipts.
Payments 29th April to 6th May 2021.

29/4/21 British Telecom  DD                                 £110.06  Monthly line & BB
6/5/21   Jane Olds    Transfer                                 £165.00  Internal Audit
6/5/21   Rialtas Business Support  Transfer          £423.86   Alpha support & maintenance

Approved.

Receipts Noted

£1073.72 CCLA Property Fund dividend.

8.1 Quotations/Grants 
Two quotations for repairs to the Village Hall roof tiles and rotten timber and guttering. Clerk had circulated the quotations prior to the meeting.
A third quote is awaited, the Clerk has chased for this several times, is awaiting reply.
The two quotes had differing detail and the PC felt that currently they could not make a decision,
Chairman will look at the detail with surveyors report.

Clerk updated the PC on pending quotations for the new waste bin will present when SODC confirm that Biffa will empty an extra bin.  Fencing quotations is awaited.
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9. Risk Management – review
The Clerk had circulated the new format Risk Management document prior to the meeting.  The format was changed as it was a recommendation of Internal Audit.  The content was the same but rearranged and there was additional information included that made the document more complete and transparent.
The PC Resolved to accept the new document.

10.  Reports from Other Village Groups – to receive reports from working groups.
Police – nothing new to report

Village Hall
The Trustees are discussing marketing options to relaunch the VH when restrictions are lifted. They have a start up grant so will use funds from this.  Their AGM is 10th May 2021.  

Village Green
Held their AGM, reported that littering and dog mess had increased, felt this was due to school Easter holidays and more people around.
The VGC agreed to the changes made by the PC to the Agreement with football club.  Clerk to request a signed document so the PC can sign and return a copy to the VGC.
Cllr. Aldridge stated that a lot of the litter bins are not fit for purpose, they have no lids and waste spills out.  Clerk to check with SODC how many they own and if there is a program to upgrade them.

Anti Social Group – continuing gathering information for some of the options. 

NPAG – NHP consultation is progressing, responses filtering through mostly supportive.  The data is being collated.   Last online Q/A session will go ahead this week. Report on Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment has been received.

11. Other Matters for Chairman 
Cllr. Lawson commented that the Village was awarded Village of the Year 2008. He proposed that initiatives to make the village more attractive should be pursued. The damaged sign on the Reading Rd into the village needs to be fixed, this has been reported on fix my street. 

Cllr Aldridge an asthetically pleasing environment is important for structure and how the residents live in the village.
Cllr. Booker that the councillors all look around their designated areas and report relevant issue son fix my street and come back with proposals, this was agreed.

The Chairman will look at the restarting of the Traffic Group and asked the Clerk to obtain costs for further traffic speed monitoring with the laser boxes.  

The Chairman raised the matter that physical meetings will need to resume after 6th May.  The Vice Chair asked the Chairman to request if the members are comfortable with this, most have had vaccinations only a few are awaiting their second.  There were no objections to face to face meetings, 
Cllr. Lawson was not happy with MOBs attending physically.

Technology to be explored to facilitate live streaming the meetings for MOBs.

Cllr. Booth stated a Risk Assessment needed to be carried out and published on return to physical meetings, Vice Chair agreed.  Chairman and Clerk to work on this.


12.  Correspondence
None.
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13. Allotments – review plots outside of main area.
The PC as Trustees of the Allotment Charity reviewed the request received.

Developer S. Claridge spoke and stated he was happy to rent plot 33 or buy the plot. He requires the plot to park vehicles on during the development of 12 Gap Way which has planning permission for a house.  He advised that he would return the plot to grass and shrubs when the development was finished.

Vice Chair felt it would be best to wait until the resolution on the Planning Application for 8 Gap Way was through.  He thought the PC as trustees of the Allotment charity should hold onto plot 33 
As it would need to be considered at full residential value should it be considered for sale.

Chairman asked if members were in agreement that Plot 33 be rented for the use of parking vehicles 
At realistic rent, for a fixed term period, with a formal agreement signed.
Members agreed, Cllr. Booth stated it be at a realistic rent and not the rental charged if it was used as an allotment plot, all agreed.
Ownership of Gap Way is in question, Clerk to check ownership and Draft an Agreement. 


13. To note date of the next PC meeting: Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 2nd June 2021


Meeting closed at 21.39




Signed……………………………Date……………
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